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Monmouthshire’s fist Walking Festival

Monmouthshire remains relatively undiscovered
as a walking county. The Monmouthshire Walking
Festival aims to share the wisdom with over thirty
walks spread over ten days between Friday 22nd
and Sunday 31st October. Each day provides
one long walk and a couple of shorter walks, plus
a few extra choices, including self-guided walks
for a bit of variety.

The festival's featured walk is an exploration of
the county boundary. As nearly as possible, with
a couple of detours, we will explore the border of
Monmouthshire, a ten stage journey which takes
in the full variety of the county’s landscape. (All
those completing the journey will receive a
special certificate.)

Whichever walk or walks you choose to do, you
can rest assured that all will be led by
experienced, qualified walk leaders and first-
aiders. Monmouthshire County Council’s
Countryside Section has overseen their training,
and indeed devised the programme of walks, to
ensure your enjoyment and safety during the
festival.

At the back of this programme you'll find a
booking form; you may book onto as many or as
few walks as you like but places on walks are
limited so prior booking is essential. Walks will be
booked on a first come, first served basis, so get
looking and get booking now.

As an added incentive, all those booking places
on or by 30th June, 2010, will be entered into a
prize draw fo win one of two prizes, either:

a luxury two-night stay for two, at any time
during the festival, at The Angel Hotel,
Abergavenny, or, a three-night break for six from
29th October, staying in beautiful
accommodation just outside Abergavenny,
managed by Brecon Beacons Holiday Cottages.

See page 13 for more details of these fantastic
prizes.

We look forward to receiving your booking and
welcoming you to Monmouthshire.

« =~ If you see this symbol on a walk it shows that
you have walked the County Boundary and
N _ / you can enter the “Round the County
Boundary challenge”. See booking form at
the back of this leaflet for the details.

Terms & Conditions

Booking is required for all guided walks as

numbers are limited.

Conditions of participation:

* The walk leader has the final word on who walks on
the day.

* Wear sensible footwear, (preferably walking boots).

* Carry water and small snacks, eg bananas,
nutrition bars, chocolate.

* Bring wet weather gear and or a change of clothes.
We can't guarantee sunshine!

Dogs may be brought on walks, but please keep
them on a short lead and follow the requirements of
the Country Code. (Bring a poo bag)

Note many of the walks have stiles.

No liability will be accepted for loss or injury that
occurs as a result of taking part in any walk.

Lifts are available if you are arriving in
Monmouthshire by public transport, just be sure to let
us know when book your walk and we will arrange
fransport for you.

Accommodation of all kinds is available in
Monmouthshire go to:

www.visitwyevalley.com for booking ideas.

Special offers for accommodation can be found at
the back of this booklet.

Don't forget your camera, the views are
spectacular

Our partners
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The Edward LLwyd Society

Liwyd was a famous naturalist, antiquarian and
linguist and keeper of the Ashmolian Museum in
the late 1600’s. The society formed in 1978
organises walks with a special interest in the
natural world and the history of Wales.

b~

www.walkinginmonmouthshire.co.uk
Lots more information and a short film showing the
beauty and diversity of Monmouthshire can be
found here.




Chepstow area ° Friday 22nd October

1 Undy to Chepstow via the
Monmouthshire section of
the Wales Coastal Path
On this 11.5 mile (18km) walk you
will follow part of the newly
created Wales Coastal Path.
Enjoy great views across the River
Severn and find out more about
its folklore, history and wildlife.
Journey inland through the
historic village of Mathern with its
Bishops Palaces, church and
ancient well. Confinue on to
reach Chepstow, finishing at the
fown's famous castle.
A few stiles. No steep slopes.

Time: approx éhrs

2 Pwlimeyric fo Mounton and

Great Barnets Wood
On this 4 mile (6.5km) walk you

will cross fields to the village of
Mounton, famous for its paper
mills. You will enter Great Barnets
Wood before returning via fields
and lanes with views over the
Severn Estuary along the way.
Lots of sfiles and one steep slope.

Time: am 2hrs

Chepstow Town and Country
Self Guided

An easy “barrier free” 1.15 mile
(2.1km) route around Chepstow
tfown looking at the history and
wildlife. Find out about the fowns

fascinating history, its importance
as a port on the River Wye, and
how it was the first place in Wales
tfo have a stone castle.

One uphill and one downhill
slope.

Time: From 10am at the TIC
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the Wye Valley Walk
Catfch the minibus from Chepstow
to Monmouth for a chance fo
enjoy an exhilarating 17 mile
(27.25 km) walk through the world
renowned Wye Valley gorge.
Starting in Monmouth, you will
follow the banks of the river
before climbing up the side of the
gorge to follow the ridge and
descend into Tintern village, with
its historic Abbey. Climb once
more to reach the “Eagle’s Nest”
viewpoint with fantasfic views
down the gorge to the River
Severn. Finally you will descend
the 365 steps and follow the newly
restored picturesque 18th Century
fourist trail to Chepstow.
Lots of stiles. 2 steep slopes.

Time: Approx 7hrs

St. Arvans and Penterry
On this 5 mile (8 km) walk you will
follow part of the 18th Century
tourist frail through Piercefield
Estate and ascend the 365 steps
to the “Eagle’s Nest” with
fantastic views down the Wye
Valley to the Severn. You will also
pass an ancient church and hill
fort on your return to St. Arvans.
Lofts of stiles. One steep slope.

Time: am 3hrs

Walk leader is an Edward Llywd
Society Welsh speaker.

4 Monmouth to Chepstow along *

5 Brockweir to Chepstow along
the Wye Valley Walk
Catch the minibus from Chepstow
before enjoying a shorter, but no
less enjoyable 7 mile (11.25 km)
walk along the Wye Valley Walk.
From Brockweir you will pass
through Tintern village, with its
historic Abbey. You will climb to
the fop of the ridge to reach the
“Eagle’s Nest” viewpoint with
fantastic views down the gorge to
the coast. Finally you will descend
the 365 steps and follow the newly
restored picturesque 18th Cenfury
tourist trail to Chepstow.

Lots of stiles. One steep slope.

Time: am 4hrs

7 Old Station, Tintern to Tintern
village
Starting this 3 mile (5 km) walk from .
the Old Railway Station, you will
follow the River Wye before walking ’
through the village of Tintern to
reach the remains of the Abbey.
You will then cross the river and
ascend onto the Monk’'s trail to ™
Brockweir village. After passing the
site of the old quay you will cross the
river again before returning along
the railway line to the Old Stafion.
No stiles. A mainly level walk, with
one short, steep section.

Time: pm 2hrs

A dog friendly walk



Chepstow area * Sunday 24th October

9 Piercefield and St. Arvans
Romantic singles walk
On this 5 mile (8km) walk you will
go through Chepstow
Racecourse before passing the
ruins of Piercefield House,
following the 18th Century trail
with it's magnificant viewpoints
including “The Alcove” and

Time: am 3hrs “Lovers Leap”. After passing

through the village of St. Arvans

you will return to Chepstow via
fields and woodland.

A few stiles and fairly flat route.

Time: pm 3hrs

N

8 Llandogo
This 2.5 mile (4km) walk starts by
following a stretch of the River Wye

before ascending through the
village to the “bread and cheese”
view point, crossing over Cleddon
Shoots waterfalls then zig zaging
back down to the village on the
Jubilee Walk.

A few sfiles. One steep slope.

Overlooking the Wye.

r n
10 Llanvetherine to Monmouth along\ -f
# - the Offa’s Dyke National Trail
— After catching the minibus from
Monmouth to Llianvetherine, you will
start your 12 mile (19.25km) walk by
ascending to the White Castle.
There will be a chance to climb the
fower to enjoy superb views over the
Skirrid Mountain and beyond.
Continue to reach the splendid
spired church at Llantilio Crossenny
and to the King's Wood, with a
chance to see fallow deer, before
descending info Monmouth.
2 steep slopes, but no stiles.

Time: approx éhrs



- —

>

11 Skenfrith to Monmouth along  “—| 12 Mitchel Troy to Cwmcarvan
the Monnow Valley Walk © On this 5 mile (8 km) walk you will
Catch the minibus from start at Mitchel Troy village and
Monmouth to Skenfrith,.a ascend via a steep footpath to
charming village with an historic Craig y Dorth Hill from which you
mill, church and castle on the will enjoy some of the most
banks of the River Monnow. For magnificent views over the Black

this 10 mile (16 km) walk you will - Mountains and Monmouthshire.
climb steeply onto the ridge for Continue down into the next
fantastic views over the Monnow | valley before ascending o

Valley, then confinue through Cwmcarvan church. Your return

fields TO follow the river fo route will wend through fields and
Rockfield and on to Monmouth, lanes with more fantastic views.

where the river enters the Wye. Lots of stiles and three steep
Lots of stiles and one steep slopes.
section.

Time: am 3hrs
Time: approx 5hrs
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= 13 Rolls of Monmouth town and

§ country, self guided walk
An easy “barrier free” 1.5 mile
(2.5 km) route around Monmouth
town looking at the history and
wildlife. Find out about its
association with a famous car
producer and a Plantagenet king.
Cross its ancient bridge and find
out more about the natural history

17 of its two rivers.

Time: pm 2hrs
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14 Three Castles Walk (Part 1)
Skenfrith to Llanfair Green via
White Castle
This 10 mile (16 km) undulating
walk starts at the picturesque
village of Skenfrith on the banks of
the River Monnow. You wiill follow
a section of the old stagecoach
route from London to
Haverfordwest before reaching
the magnificent, isolated White
Castle then confinuing through
pasture to pass Glen Trothy House.

Time: approx éhrs

TRy - ~ R

15 Buckholt Wood

This 5.5 mile (8.75 km) walk takes
you through farmland and tracks
before climbing into Buckholt
Wood. Leaving the wood you will
enjoy views over the mountains of
Abergavenny and the Black
Mountains beyond. Continuing
down through fields, you will
follow the River Monnow before
returning fto Monmouth town.
Lots of sfiles and one steep slope.
Can be muddy under fooft.

Time: am 3hrs

Join poet Ric Hool on a walk in the
stunning landscape that inspires his
work. He will be reading extracts
at various points in the walk and
give insights of how writing can
connect with a “spirit” or “sense”
of place. Ric is the author of five
collections of poetry.

* 16 Drybridge Nature Park and the

King’s Wood

This 5.5 mile (9 km) route starts
with a walk through the fown'’s
community nature reserve. You
will continue across fields and
green lanes before climbing up
info the King's Wood. There are
splendid views as you leave the
wood fo return to the fown.

Lots of stiles and one steep slope.

Time: pm 3hrs
- T
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17 Three Castles Walk (Part 2) E 18 Kymin and Biblins

Lianfair Green to Skenfrith via A 9 mile (14km) walk starting with
Grosmont a steep uphill stretch to the Kymin
This strenuous 10 mile (16 km) walk to enjoy spectacular views across
involves two steep ascents of the Monmouth and the Monnow
Graig Hill, but the climb is well Valley. Continue through
worth it because you will enjoy woodland and return to

- spectacular views across to the Monmouth meandering along the
Black Mountains on the first | banks of the beautiful river Wye.
asceent and across ) Lots of stiles. One steep slope.

Monmouthshire and Herefordshire

on the second. There will also be
an opportunity to visit the unusual
church and castle at Grosmont as
well as Skenfrith castle.
Lots of sfiles.

Two long, steep slopes.

19 A choice of two walks from the
village of Raglan

Castle and countryside
Time: approx éhrs This 5 mile (8 km) walk through

; - undulating countryside crosses
fields and travels along green
lanes with splendid views of the
castle from all angles.
A few stiles. Can be muddy under
foot.

Time: am 2hrs

20 Healthy Footsteps
The 1.5 mile (2.5 km) “healthy
footsteps” trail on the edge of the
village passes through fields and
along lanes and pavements. With
great views of the castle and the
mountains beyond.

No stiles. Flat.

Time: pm Thr



21 Pandy to Llanthony along the V-t 22 White Castle and Great

Offa’s Dyke National Trail Trerhew

After catching the minibus from This 3 mile (5kms) walk includes
Abergavenny to Pandy, you wil entrance to the White Castle, a
climb steadily on this challenging tour of the Great Trerhew Barn

6 mile (9.5kms) walk to reach the and the new Vineyard at Court
Hatterall Ridge with fanfastic Farm. Rolling farmland, riverside
views across Herefordshire fo the walk and a gentle climb up to the
Malvern Hills. You will pass through White Castle with views to reward
an iron age hill fort and continue o you from every angle

onto heath moorland. Find out ks
how it's managed and look out

for red grouse. Eventually you will
descend info the secretive Vale of

Time: pm 41/2 hrs

Ewyas, finishing at the picturesque
ruin of Lianthony Priory.
A few stiles. One steep slope.

23 Abergavenny town and country
An easy “barrier free” 1.15 mile
(2.75 km) route around
Abergavenny town looking af the

= history and wildlife. Find out about

sssten ot the massacre at the castle and the
i~ & wildlife in and around the River Usk
which runs by the town.

Time: am 4hrs

ciE - Time: from 10am at the TIC

Buggy friendly




24 Usk Valley Walk (Part 1)

Chainbridge to Abergavenny
Catfch the minibus from
Abergavenny to Chainbridge.
This 11.5 mile (18.5 km) section of
the walk follows the river to Clytha
and continues via roads and fields
to the village of Lianellen. Here
you will climb up fo, and follow,
the Monmouthshire and Brecon
Canal, before leaving it at
Llanfoist and confinuing to
Abergavenny.

Lots of stiles. One short steep
slope.

Time: approx 6 hrs

- 26 Little Skirrid

On this 4.1 mile (6.15 km) walk
you will pass the railway station
and travel through fields around
the edge of the Little Skirrid Hill.
Climb through woods to the
summit, before the descent with
great views across Abergavenny
and the surrounding area.

Lots of stiles. One steep slope.

Time: pm 2 1/2 hrs

25 Sugar Loaf Mountain

A 6.5 mile (10.5 km) walk along
lanes and through a magical oak
woodland, then up onto the Deri
Ridge to enjoy fantastic views
over England. Continue to the
summit of Sugar Loaf to enjoy
views of the Black Mountains,
Abergavenny and the Usk Valley.
Return via Y Rholben Ridge.

2 steep slopes. No stiles

Time: am 5 hrs

Dog friendly walk




Usk Valley Walk (Part 2)
Llantrisant to Chainbridge
Catch the minibus from
Abergavenny to Llantrisant before
following another 12.5 mile

(20 km) section of the Usk Valley
Walk. Travel through fields to
Llanllowell, before following a lane
to reach Usk. Continue across
country to reach Chainbridge, and
the bus back to Abergavenny.
Lots of stiles. No steep slopes.

28 Gilwern and the Clydach Gorge
This 6 Mile (10 km) walk follows the
River Clydach along the old fram

road from Gilwern to Clydach and
continues on fo Black Rock, before

returning via the old railway line, a
beech woodland and the former
Clydach Ironworks.

A few stiles. On steep slope.

Time: pm 3 hrs

29 Abergavenny to the Skirrid

Mountain

On this 9 mile (14.5 km) walk you
will follow part of the “Marches
Way" to the base of the Skirrid.
Climb up through oak woodland
and follow the ridge to the top.
Discover the folklore and history
associated with the mountain and
enjoy brilliant views towards
Monmouth to the south and
Abergavenny and the Black
Mountains fo the north. Return via
fields and lanes, with a stop at the
Court Cupboard gallery on the
way back to Abergavenny.

Lofts of stfiles. One long steep
slope.

Time: am 6 hrs

Tt



30 Govilon and the Blorenge | 31 Castle Meadows and Govilon

On this 9 mile (14.5 km) walk you ra On this 5 mile (8 km) walk you will
will follow the old railway line to cross the Castle Meadows on the
Govilon before ascending the edge of Abergavenny before
Blorenge mountain. Enjoy following the old railway line to
fantastic views over Abergavenny Govilon. Return via a section of
and the Brecon Beacons. Return the Monmouthshire and Brecon
via the enchantfing Punch Bowl Canal.
pond and an old framway incline. " No stiles. No steep gradients. One
- A few stiles and one very steep ~ flight of steps.

slope. :
Time: pm 2hrs

Dog fiendly wak

S
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32 Llantrisant to Caerwent ‘o1
Catch the minibus from Caerwent
to Llantrisant before commencing
the 9 mile (14.5 km) final part of
our walk around the county.
Ascend the Wentwood Ridge to
enjoy fantastic views North over
Monmouthshire and the
mountains beyond. After passing
through woodland, you will
ascend Grey Hill with its stone
circle and splendid views South
and East across the Bristol
Channel. Continue downhill to
finish at the Roman town of
Caerwent.

Lots of stiles. 2 steep slopes.




All accommodation listed has been inspected by Visit Wales. All packages subject to availability
and at the proprietor’s discretion. To enquire or make bookings, please contact the relevant
establishment direct. All information correct at fime of going to press. For a more comprehensive
listing of accommodation in Monmouthshire, see www.visitwyevalley.com or request a visitor
guide by calling +44 (0)1633 644842. or visit www.walkinginmonmouthshire.co.uk for links

71

On the bank of the River Wye and close to Chepstow Castle, a Grade |l listed
house perfectly situated for walkers. 2-star accommodation at £30 for a single
room or £58 for a double/twin. Packed lunches and luggage transfers available.

Capel Pentwyn, Penallt, Monmouth, NP25 4SE
T: 01600 715781 www.capelpentwyn.co.uk

- S 2
The Bell at Skenfrith, Skenfrith, Abergavenny, NP7 8UH
T: 01600 750235 www.skenfrith.co.uk

Penylan Farm, The Hendre, Monmouth, NP25 S5NL
T: 01600 716435 www.penylanfarm.co.uk

A 4-star guest house, just a short walk from Abergavenny fown centre. Numerous
s room types available at winter rates (£30 per person per night) during the walking
~ festival, providing bed and breakfast, plus a complimentary walkers’ packed lunch.

£260. Farm-based accommodation within the Brecon Beacons National Park and :
close to the Blaenavon World Heritage Site. T
=y

e

A free hamper of local and home grown fruit and veg with a full week's booking at E

=
-

Popular town centre hotel with a lively bar serving traditional ales, busy restaurant
and comfortable 4-star accommodation. Offer includes bed and breakfast and ~ —_

2-course supper from £50 per person, based on two people sharing. m
oy e g BT T"‘--—__-.:"-'—-—‘—

A free packed lunch per person per day included in the room tariff or self catering _;5
stay. The Old Rectory is a 17th century building situated in the heart of 3
Monmouthshire, close to Offa’s Dyke Path and the Three Castles Walk. o
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Whitehill Farm, Wonastow, Monmouth, NP25 4DW
he T: 01600 740253 www.whitehillfarmuk.com

The Old School, Penallt, Monmouth, NP25 4SE
T: 01600 715781 www.oldschoolpenallt.co.uk

Robin’s Barn, Tregagle, Penallt, Monmouth, NP25 4RY
T: 01600 860058 www.robinsbarn.co.uk

Steppes Farm, Rockfield, Monmouth, NP25 5SW
T: 01600 775424 www.steppesfarmcottages.co.uk

The Crown at Whitebrook Whitebrook, Monmouth, NP25 4TX

. T: 01600 860254 www.crownatwhitebrook.co.uk

5-star luxury accommodation and Michelin star restaurant. Mid week package,
= 25th - 28th October. One night'’s dinner bed and breakfast fo two from £180

The Angel Hotel Cross Street, Abergavenny, Monmouth, NP7 SEN

T: 01873 857121 www.angelhotelabergavenny.com

Two night stay in a standard room with full breakfast. Three course dinner on one

night. £255 for two people (or £127.50 per person). Add a Sunday to your two

night short break for an additional £50 per room including breakfast.
i : -

The Cider House Brecon Beacons Holiday Cottages Ltd. Brynoyre, Talybont-on-Usk,

Brecon, Powys, LD3 7YS

. T: 01874 676446 www.breconcottages.com

Sleeping six in two bedrooms, the Cider House is believed to date back to the

1400’s. The cottage is situated just outside Abergavenny.

The Beaufort Arms Coaching Inn & Brasserie Raglan, Usk, NP15 2DY

T: 01291 690412 www.beaufortraglan.co.uk

! Stay in a standard double room for dinner, bed and breakfast on three consecutive
1 nights (Sun -Thu) for £315 per couple (if Fri or Sat £335.) Or stay for seven nights for

£735. Deluxe room rates also available.
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Booking form

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: Monmouth Walking Festival, The Bryn, Penpergwm, Abergavenny, NP7 $AH
Please make cheques payable to Monmouthshire County Council

Name

Address

Telephone E-mail

Age group 16-18[] 19-24[ ] 25-49[ 1 50+[]

If you are booking for children, please state their ages: ... No. of children [ ]

Are you visiting especially for the Festivale  Yes[ ] No [ |
Which area are you staying in?
What sort of accommodation will you stay in2 ~ B&B [l Hotel ] Self catering[]
Caravan [ Other[]

What is your family profile2

Young couple L] Older couples L]
Family with young children ] Family with older children ]
Single L] Corporate groups L]

Where or how did you hear about us?

_ Would you like to register for the
" }“Round the County boundary challenge”2 Yes [] No [

- Complete the challenge to win a prize

Booking is essential

Now please list the walks you would like to book on the following page...

Monmouthshire Walking Festival Prize Draw

As a thankyou for yourt booking, we're giving you a chance to win one of two
prizes of luxury accommodation during the Walking Festival. We'll even refund the
cost of up to four of your walks!

1st prize Two night bed and breakfast for two people, staying at the Angel
Hotel in Abergavenny, and two complimentary places on up to
four walks of your choice from the Walking Festival Programme.

2nd prize Three nights self catering for up to six people, staying at Cider
House (managed by Breacon Beacons Holiday Cottages), near
the village of Llanfihangel Crucorney.

3rd prize Two pocket guides to walking in and around Monmouthshire.
Signed editions by local author Ben Giles, both published by
Pocket Mountains Ltd



Booking form

Monmouthshire’s fistWalking Festival

| would like to book walk named:

1. Undy to Chepstow via the Monmouthshire section of the Wales Coast Path .

2. Pwlimeyric to Mounton and Great Barnets Wood

3. Chepstow town and country

4. Monmouth to Chepstow along the Wye Valley Walk

5. Brockweir to Chepstow along the Wye Valley Walk

&. St. Arvans and Penterry

7. OId Station, Tintern to Tintern village

8. Liandogo walk

9. Piercefield and St. Arvans walk

10. Lianvetherine to Monmouth along the Offa’s Dyke National Trail
11. Skentfrith to Monmouth along the Monnow Valley Walk

12. Mitchel Troy to Cwmcarvan

13. Rolls of Monmouth town and country

14. Three Castles Walk (Part 1) Skenfrith to Lianfair Green via White Castle
15. Buckholt Wood

16. Drybridge Nature Park and the King's Wood

17. Three Castle Walk (Part 2) Lianfair Green to Skenfrith via Grosmont
18. Kymin and Biblins

19. Raglan Castle and countryside

20. Raglan Healthy Footsteps

21. Pandy to Lianthony along the Offa’s Dyke National Trail

22, Great Trerhew and White Castle (includes entrance to Castle)
23. Abergavenny town and country

24. Usk Valley Walk (Part 1) Chainbridge to Abergavenny

25. Sugar Loaf Mountain

2¢. Little Skirrid

27. Usk Valley Walk (Part 2) Llantrisant to Chainbridge
28. Gilwern and the Clydach Gorge

29. Skirrid Mountain

30. Govilon and the Blorenge
31. Castle Meadows and Govilon
32. Liantrisant to Caerwent

How many Cost of
people per walk
walk

Total cost
per walk

£2.50

£2.50

FREE

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

FREE

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£5.00

FREE

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

£2.50

Amount payable:

Front Cover lllustration of Monmouthshire Map by Ann Garratty
Booklet designed by artmatters 01873 831440
Visit Wales Images ¢ Crown Copyright 2010 Visit Wales



