Using Biomass in Wales – are we Missing an Opportunity?
Biomass are crops grown to be burned for heating or for fuel in power stations.  It includes fast growing Willow coppice and Miscanthus as well as trees.  Carbon dioxide released in burning has been collected by plant growth so the process does not generate much new carbon dioxide, one of the green house gasses contributing to global warming.

· Research done by Cardiff and Bangor Universities shows that biomass crops grow well in Wales and contribute to biodiversity.
· The initial planting of biomass crops is expensive and farmers need incentives to start and some guarantee of a market.

· Ireland and England have grants to establish crop growing.  Scotland, Germany and Denmark have built new biomass power plants. 
What has Wales done?

· The Wood Energy Business Scheme grant aids boilers burning wood fuel in West Wales, the Valleys and part of Powys but not for growing biomass.
· There is some thinking but little action!  The draft Wales Rural Development Plan has no immediate support for biomass production.  Some money could be switched from the existing Single Farm Payments scheme rather than using new money.  

Time is short for switching from fossil fuel burning to renewable sources which generate fewer greenhouse gasses and whose supply is controlled locally. 
We propose that action be taken immediately to support well established biomass technology.

· Welsh climate change funding should include set up grants for growing biomass crops.

· Small and medium scale biomass heating and combined heat and power plants must be encouraged.  An existing example is Llandyssul Leisure Centre.  Biomass supplies should be local to minimise transport costs.  
· Co-operative agencies should be created to link growers to purchasers.  This has already been done in England.
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