Problems with Biofuels 
Biodiesel is made from oil-seed rape, palm oil and other oil-rich seeds, recycled vegetable oil (e.g. chip oil) or tallow.  Bioethanol, a substitute for petrol, is produced from sugar cane, sugar beet, maize, straw  or grasses like miscanthus.  All these sources are plants which use carbon dioxide to grow.  This carbon dioxide is released when biofuels are burnt so the only new carbon dioxide produced is from the production process.  As a result, biofuels have a lot less effect on global warming than burning fossil fuels like oil and coal and can  play a role in reducing transport carbon dioxide emissions.
Current Use of Biofuels

Brazil already fuels 40 per cent of its cars with ethanol, produced mainly from sugar cane.  The USA plans, by 2017, to substitute 20 per cent of the petroleum it uses with bioethanol. American output of ethanol from maize is now rising at 30 per cent a year.
Germany is raising output of biodiesel by nearly 50 per cent a year. The largest user is shipping, followed by the oil industry.  For car owners there are already more than 1,900 fuel stations where biodiesel is available. The EU Energy Policy for Europe sets a target for use of biofuels of 10% by 2020.
Problems
· There are problems finding arable land on the planet to grow crops to meet current demand, let alone an expanded demand for vehicle fuels.
· Fierce competition for land is inevitable between biofuel and food production with biofuel often winning out because of government subsidies and profits, thereby increasing the possibility of world wide famine. 
· Biofuel crops need a lot of fertilisers, which take a large amount of energy to produce and therefore generates a lot of carbon dioxide.
· Demand for biofuel will lead to faster clearance of the world’s remaining areas of rain forest to grow crops like palm oil.  These forests are vital for their absorption of carbon dioxide as well as for their irreplaceable biodiversity.
Biofuels in Wales

Targets set for biofuel production, at least  for Wales, are unsustainable and should not be met by turning over prime agricultural land to the production of energy crops like oilseed-rape & sugar beet. 

Biofuels production in Wales is best obtained by developing biogas & biodiesel production from organic wastes and from biomass crops such as miscanthus and short rotation coppice willow that can be grown widely on setaside and marginal land. 
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