Abergavenny and Crickhowell Friends of the Earth

Press Release:-
MCC Waste Chief Promises to look at Alternative Disposal Methods
On Monday 16 July 07 more than 60 people packed St Michael’s Centre in Abergavenny to hear about a new method of treating domestic waste.  At the end of the meeting, Dave Harris, Head of Highways and Waste Management for Monmouthshire County Council pledged to look closely at its possibilities.

The waste treatment process is called Anaerobic Digestion.  Organic waste of any kind e.g. food and garden waste from houses and shops is put into an air tight container.  It breaks down to produce a gas (called biogas) which can be burnt or used as vehicle fuel, plus residues which  make good fertiliser.  The process is widely used in Europe.  Trains and cars in Sweden are powered by biogas.  Germany has many large anaerobic digestion plants.

The speakers listed the problems of waste disposal. Landfill is running out. Many in the audience were concerned that Monmouthshire will go along with other councils in SE Wales by building new incinerators.  There was strong applause when Julian Rosser, Director of Friends of the Earth Cymru, pointed out that we must recycle as much as possible rather than be tied into a long term contract to send waste for incineration.  
The suppliers of Anaerobic Digestion equipment explained that the key to recycling is separation of waste.  Metals, paper and plastic can be sold.  Food and garden waste has been going to landfill, though Monmouthshire County Council is experimenting with composting.  However, Anaerobic Digestion is a proven way of turning this waste into easily reusable products. 
The meeting, organised by Abergavenny and Crickhowell Friends of the Earth,  heard the views of Michael Chesshire and John Carr who supply Anaerobic Digestion equipment, Julian Rosser, Director of Friends of the Earth Cymru, Dr Andy Rees, Head of Waste Strategy for the Welsh Assembly Government and Dave Harris, Head of Highways and Waste Management for Monmouthshire County Council. The audience included three Monmouthshire County Councillors and representatives of groups involved in waste management.

 Dave Harris, Head of Highways and Waste Management, stressed that no decision has yet been taken by Monmouthshire County Council on waste management.  The Council will be starting a public consultation on their waste management plans.  Anaerobic Digestion will be one of the options.  Dr Andy Rees said that the Welsh Assembly Government is already offering grant aid to support this new process.
Contact for further information:  

Barry Greenwood, Coordinator, Abergavenny and Crickhowell Friends of the Earth.  01873 832477.  bgreenwood@ntlworld.com
