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Due to pressure of time and space this monthly column will in future aim to concentrate on one single environmental issue in each edition but will continue to highlight local campaigns and activities and positive action that everyone in the Abergavenny area can take to make a difference.  This month the focus is on the latest Friends of the Earth campaign - FIX THE FOOD CHAIN. 

GLOBAL WARMING, DEFORESTATION & ANIMAL FEED
Global warming is not only caused by coal-fired power stations, gas-guzzling cars, domestic energy consumption and all the usual culprits but also by intensive farming methods.  Did you know that the livestock sector produces 18% of global greenhouse gas emissions, even more than transport?  70% of all global agricultural land is used to grow animal feed, mostly soy, much of it genetically modified, to provide meat and dairy produce for the rich developed nations. And this in a world where thousands of people are condemned to an inadequate diet and are often threatened with starvation.  The intensive production of meat and dairy produce uses up valuable agricultural resources which could be helping to feed the rest of the world.
We in Europe import huge amounts of soy livestock feed from South America.  The area of plantation required to produce enough soy for the European market is about the same as the area of Brazilian rain forest that has been felled over the last 10 years.  This is no coincidence.  If we continue to be dependent on imported soy to feed our cattle 40% of the Amazonian rain forest will be destroyed by the year 2040.  Europe imports about one third of Brazil’s total soy crop every year, requiring 10 million hectares of land.  
The rain forest is a huge carbon sink: the trees have absorbed millions of tonnes of CO2.  When they are chopped down this carbon is released back into the atmosphere, contributing to global warming.  To date 90% of South America’s Atlantic Forest has been cleared with a loss of thousands of plant species and the destruction of animal habitats.  Soy cultivation is the major source of deforestation in the Amazon.  
There is a direct link between animals reared in Britain and rainforest destruction in South America.  The intensive global meat and dairy industry exploits land and water resources and also relies heavily on chemicals to satisfy increasing demand. The losers are animal and plant habitats, human livelihoods and health, the environment and the climate.
Many other issues relating to food and farming are a major cause for public concern.  We are all aware of “Food miles”, the dangers of pesticide residues in our food, GM crops, the appalling disregard for animal welfare in factory farming and the domination of the supermarkets in our food supply.  
The aim of the Friends of the Earth campaign is to foster a thriving, sustainable farming sector in the UK.  Across Wales local Friends of the Earth groups will be working to raise public awareness of these important issues.  You can sign a postcard addressed to your local MP calling for action to reduce the impact of the meat and dairy industry, help farmers to grow their own animal feed and change the system of EU subsidies to support planet-friendly farming.  Look out for Friends of the Earth stalls at summer festivals in your area.
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