Abergavenny Green Forum -  April 2009

TICK TOCK! TICK TOCK! THE PLANET CAN’T WAIT!
The economic crisis has taken centre stage in the news recently but in the background the time bomb that is climate change has been relentlessly ticking. 
The latest scientific reports indicate that global warming is accelerating at a much faster rate than predicted. The scientific evidence for man-made climate change is overwhelming, confirmed by the evidence of our own eyes; the shrinking of the polar icecaps, forest fires in Australia, the premature arrival of spring. We are rapidly approaching the point of no return. The time for action is NOW.
THE AGE OF STUPID
Some of us were first in the queue at Chapter Arts Centre in Cardiff to see the new film about climate change “The Age of Stupid” that we reported on last month. We came out feeling that our efforts to curb emissions of greenhouse gases are simply a case of too little too late.  The question asked by Pete Postlethwaite, sitting alone in his global archive tower as he looks back at documentary film clips from 2008 is  “Why didn’t we stop climate change while there was still time?”  This film provides a forceful wake-up call to all of us that whatever we do about man-made climate change we’d better do it fast!  
However the makers of the film want us to do more than just watch the film, they want us to actively engage in bringing about change so that The Age of Stupid can be renamed the Age of Not Stupid, the Age of DO.  At the film screening the audience is handed an action pack urging us to:- 

· PROTEST - to make sure our politicians get international agreement to reduce global emissions at the UN Climate Treaty in Copenhagen in December. 

· HELP RETHINK SOCIETY - don’t wait for governments to act: start with our own communities.  We need to completely rethink energy, food, housing and transport.

· CUT OUR EMISSIONS – One tonne of carbon per person per year, that’s our fair share of carbon emissions in the UK, if we start from the safe global levels indicated by scientists and divide that by the 6.5 billion people that inhabit this earth.  The only problem is the current UK average is 10 tonnes; in the States it’s more like 30 tonnes. 

· SPREAD THE WORD – Without strict climate laws and social change we are toast!

You haven’t missed your chance to see the film. It will be screened at the Hay Festival in May, the Savoy Picture House in Monmouth from April 24th to 30th and the Riverfront Cinema, Newport on 26th and 27th May.

Find out more about the action campaign on www.notstupid.org . 
“TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE TOGETHER”

This conference, held on March 26th at the Coleg Gwent Usk Campus and hosted by the Monmouthshire Local Services Board, brought together representatives from the Welsh Assembly, local government, environment agencies, and community environmental groups.  The key speaker Andy Middleton, founder of the Tor-y-Felin Ecosapiens group, gave a passionate, humorous and inspirational presentation highlighting the need for a radical approach to tackling climate change. We have always considered nature to be an infinite source of cash; nature’s resources, from fish to fossil fuels, have been plundered mercilessly. We are now realising that we are part of nature and we disturb that balance at our peril.  According to Andy “Every job, every person, every day needs to keep the future of the planet in mind and act on it.”  Find out more about the work of TYF Ecosapiens on www.ecosapiens.co.uk . 

Other speakers expressed their concern to put climate change at the heart of our lives.  Roger Hoggins, Head of Operations for MCC, stressed the progress made by the council in reducing CO2 emissions.  Their target is a 25% reduction by 2012.  Martin Mills from the Environment Agency said that climate change was upon us. Even if we manage to reduce our CO2 emissions it will take until at least 2050 to have any effect and we would increasingly see warmer, wetter winters and hotter, drier summers.  Tim Melville spoke on behalf of Transition Chepstow, a group set up to start tackling the twin perils of climate change and peak oil at a community level and Steve Lloyd from the Welsh Assembly Climate Change team spoke of the need to change our behaviour and our life styles.
ENVIRONMENT AT THE HAY FESTIVAL

As well as literary feasts look out for a whole range of talks and events on environmental issues at the Guardian Hay Festival in May.  Andy Middleton will be organising the Hay On Earth Sustainability Seminars, four separate one-day workshops for business leaders, local government representatives and experts from various fields.
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS
With all this discussion going on you may be wondering what action individuals can take to combat global warming.  Here are Ten Tips to encourage some green environmental shoots this spring.
1. Remember to recycle all that cardboard Easter egg packaging.
2. Now is the time to get a compost bin.
3. Install a water butt now in time for summer dry spells.

4. Grow your own food. Plant some vegetables.

5. Plant a fruit tree or three.

6. Banish artificial fertilisers and pesticides from your garden. 

7. Buy seasonal fruit and vegetables – no need for food miles at this time of year.

8. Put your name down for an allotment. 
9. Leave the car at home. Get out your walking boots and dust the cobwebs off your bikes!

10. Take the plug off the tumbler drier.  Hang your washing outside.
CLIMATE CHANGE AND WILDLIFE

And let’s not forget the effect of climate change on our wildlife.  Abergavenny's very own environmentally aware youth group, Abergavenny Watch and RSPB Wildlife Explorers (AWARE) is getting back on the road on 9th May after a break of 18 months for reasons beyond the leaders' control.  A full programme of activities and events will be published in mid-April.  
 For further details contact Keith Bucknall on 01873 737689 or email keith.bucknall@freeuk.com 
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