THE GREEN FORUM
Last month we concentrated on the impact of Waste on the environment and some of the local initiatives that are being introduced to tackle it. In this month’s edition of the Green Forum we have further progress to report on Waste, an update on renewable energy and news of the latest event organised by Operation Noah.
THE “CARRY-A-BAG” PROJECT – A reusable bag for Abergavenny

 A new group has been formed, the Abergavenny “Carry-a-Bag” group, made up of representatives from the local Friends of the Earth “Say NO to plastic bags” campaign, Abergavenny Town Council and the Abergavenny Chamber of Trade.  They plan to develop a special Abergavenny shopping bag which will be Fairtrade, to reflect the Fairtrade status of the town, made of organic, unbleached cotton, ethically produced, printed with non-toxic inks and completely biodegradable at the end of its life.  The aim of the bag is to focus attention on the need to stop the harm caused to the environment by plastic carrier bags, reduce waste, protect the town and the countryside and help to establish the green credentials of the town.  
Two competitions have been announced to involve local schoolchildren in the development of the bag.  Pupils from King Henry VIII School have been invited to produce a design and a slogan to be printed on the bag and local Abergavenny Primary schoolchildren are making posters to encourage shoppers to bring their own bags and stop using throwaway bags. Prize money for the winning designs has been kindly donated by the Abergavenny Town Council and the Chamber of Trade.

PRECYCLING – Recycling is great but Precycling is even better

Recycling is a green option, but it still has an environmental cost in transport and energy.  “Precycling” means cutting out the packaging in the first place.  “Precyclers” avoid buying products that are packaged in environmentally unfriendly materials, especially plastic.  They shop locally in independent stores and markets, buy goods loose and bring their own bags and containers.  The benefits of this approach include saving money, creating less landfill and conserving natural resources.   In London a shop called “Unpackaged” sells dried goods in open bins, refillable juices and cosmetics and gives shoppers a discount when they bring in their own containers.  Some of us may recall that many shops used to do this before the advent of the supermarket and the packaging plague.

UK households throw away 5.9 million tonnes of packaging each year, 4.7 tonnes of which is food-related.  The key to reducing the amount of rubbish we generate is recycling and reusing, but also reducing the amount we buy in the first place and repairing things rather than constantly buying new. Manufacturers also need to be obliged to avoid excessive packaging by law.
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT– Possible levy on disposable carrier bags

In November 2008 the WAG Sustainability Committee published a report which recommended introducing legislation to impose a levy of up to 20p per bag on all single-use carrier bags, plastic or paper, at point of sale.  The Minister for the Environment, Jane Davidson, is considering the levy, but as yet no firm decision has been taken.  The voluntary code agreed by major retailers to reduce plastic bag use by 25% by the end of 2008 is still being assessed. The Assembly will consider raising this target to a 50% reduction by the spring of 2009.  A levy could be introduced if this target is not achieved by voluntary means.

RENEWABLE ENERGY – Friends of the Earth campaign to lobby MP’s

“If we are serious about tackling climate change and spiralling fuel bills we have to revolutionise the way we power the UK,” according to a new campaign launched by the Friends of the Earth.    Tapping into the renewable energy potential of the UK will help prevent global warming, secure energy supplies and generate new jobs and businesses.  The campaign aims to bring pressure to bear on the government to meet its target of producing 15% of our power from renewable sources by 2020.   Local community groups, businesses and organisations in Abergavenny and Crickhowell are being asked to show their support for this energy revolution by signing a postcard addressed to their MP to make sure the government sticks to its promises.
CLIMATE CHANGE – Operation Noah’s “Ark campaign” launched in Cardiff 
Operation Noah, the multi-faith climate change campaign group, launched its 2009 "Ark Campaign" on 24 January.  A lightship owned by Cardiff’s churches was transformed into Noah’s Ark by the city’s children in a bid to tell UK leaders that they must act urgently to protect human and animal life on the planet.   Abergavenny Operation Noah Group took along a banner bearing the slogan: “Save Creation At Copenhagen”.  Local primary school children processed on to the “Ark” wearing animal masks, costumes and bearing images of communities who will be most at risk from climate change. 

Campaign Strategist, Mark Dowd, said that the symbol of the Ark was a magnet for believers and non-believers alike.  The focus on children should make us all consider what kind of world we will be leaving for future generations.  A special DVD of the event will be posted on YouTube and on the ON website at www.operationnoah.org 
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