THE ABERGAVENNY GREEN FORUM - Dec 2008
Welcome to this edition of the Abergavenny Green Forum that gives you a monthly roundup of important environmental issues and how we are trying to tackle them in our local communities.
This month we are concentrating on the Energy Crunch, a close relative of the Credit Crunch with which it has a lot in common – too much living beyond our means and too little concern about how we are going to pay for our over-consumption in the future.  Two major aspects of the energy challenge that we face are firstly the need to reduce demand and secondly the urgent need to switch to clean, renewable sources of electricity.  High energy prices this winter are forcing us to focus our attention on ways of cutting down our consumption of gas and electricity and two local projects are setting out to provide part of the solution to these problems.

· Saturday Nov 22nd saw the final instalment of the Crickhowell Energy Project at the CRiC Centre.   The project was hailed as a great success, raising residents’ awareness of the need to save money, save energy and save carbon. Useful information and helpful tips were provided, hundreds of free energy-efficient light bulbs were handed out and many energy saving kettles were sold.  Let’s hope this enlightened project will lead to a permanent change in attitudes to energy consumption
· The race is now on to get as many households as possible in the Crickhowell and Abergavenny area to conduct their carbon audits for the Big Green Challenge, the competition which the Brecon Beacons National Park stands a very good chance of winning with its Green Valleys project.   Residents who have volunteered to take part in the household energy audit will be taking regular gas and electricity meter readings and checking their mileage.  That’s all there is to it, and they could help to win ONE MILLION POUNDS to kick start the development of renewable, hydro-electric schemes in the park area. That means cheaper electricity for all of us.  Incidentally it is estimated that Wales could produce enough hydro-electric power to be completely self-sufficient in energy. All we have to do is make it happen!  If you want to volunteer to take part in the energy audit please contact Chris Blake on 
chris@crickhowellinfo.org.uk  (Crickhowell) or Richard Lewis on Richard.rca@adventa.org.uk ( Abergavenny)
· On a national level there is yet more cause for celebration this month as the government has been persuaded to include Renewable Energy Feed-In Tariffs in the new Energy Bill. This is a result of sustained campaigning by Friends of the Earth, the Renewable Energy association, back benchers and opposition parties.  Under this scheme, from April 2010, households and businesses which feed spare renewable electricity back on to the National Grid will be financially rewarded. This will provide a huge incentive for small-scale renewable energy as has already been demonstrated in many other countries in the EU.  The UK, with only 1.3% of its energy coming from renewable sources, currently occupies the shameful position of third from the bottom in the EU renewable league, just above Malta and Luxemburg.  Our target is 15% by 2020.  Just compare that to Austria already on 23%, Sweden on 39% and Portugal on 20%.  We still have a long way to go. The Green Valleys project will get a big boost from this new legislation. 
· Still on the topic of renewable energy the debate continues to rage about the Severn Barrage.  Building a tidal barrage from Cardiff to Weston, the government’s main proposal, has a number of disadvantages apart from the predicted cost of £15 billion (which you can probably double if other projects are anything to go by).  It would produce just two large bursts of power for short periods of time over the day. It would also have a major impact on the environment including loss of bird feeding grounds and obstructions of movement for fish. Alternative methods of generating electricity from the Severn estuary are being considered, including tidal lagoons and tide stream turbines. 
We can all do so much in our own homes and in the work place to cut our consumption of energy.  High energy prices are our wake-up call.  Let’s make our homes and workplaces part of the solution.  
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