THE ABERGAVENNY GREEN FORUM – Nov 2008
Welcome to the first edition of the Green Forum which aims to provide a focal point for all the latest environmental concerns, as well as projects that are taking place in the town and surrounding villages.

Once a month we will give you a roundup of what we are doing locally to make our town a cleaner, greener place and how local residents are helping to support environmental issues of national and international importance.

At a time when the media are full of depressing news about the state of the planet you may be surprised and encouraged to learn how much local people  are already doing to help protect our environment, combat climate change and save energy.  This column will keep you up to date with local initiatives and invite you to let us know of any other local activities which are of positive benefit to the environment. 
Here is a brief outline of some of  the greenest projects in our area.
CLIMATE CHANGE 
· This week we must shine the spotlight on a real success story, a great victory for people power.   Crack open the champagne for the UK Climate Change Bill has been passed and is due to become law before Christmas!  Thanks to the tireless “Big Ask” campaign organised by Friends of the Earth for the past 3 years, and thanks to all the local supporters who signed postcards and wrote and lobbied their MP, this ground-breaking Bill is the toughest of its kind in the world – a Bill with real teeth. It sets targets to reduce our carbon emissions by 80% by 2050, including emissions from shipping and aviation, with annual targets to keep the government on track, all amendments that FOE fought to include. This legislation will, we hope, stop global warming reaching dangerous levels and set us on the path to a low carbon economy.  It’s a bill we can all be proud of.

FOE Website:  www.foe.co.uk Search under Campaigns/success stories

ENERGY 
· The Green Valleys project, organised by Brecon Beacons National Park, aims to restore old unused hydro-electric systems in the park and support applications for new ones. Talybont-on-Usk Energy has already shown how this can be done. The project has been entered into a very exciting competition, the Big Green Challenge, and has been shortlisted in the last 10 finalists. Prize money of £1 million will be available for the winners, which must be community-based plans to tackle climate change and save energy.  As part of the project households in Abergavenny and surrounding villages are being asked to participate in a carbon audit to measure their carbon footprint over a period of one year and take steps to reduce it. 

Contact: Andrew Gajlikowski ; Andrew.gajlikowski@breconbeacons.org 
if you would like to take part in the audit.  [By the end of November]
· The “Make the Switch” energy saving project in Crickhowell, supported by SWALEC, is in its fourth week of seven. Go along to the CRiC centre on Saturdays for information about the seven steps you can take to save energy and cut your bills. Pick up free energy efficient light bulbs and borrow an energy monitor to check how much electricity you’re using. Households are also taking part in the Green Valleys carbon audit. Contact: Chris Blake on chris@crickhowellinfo.org.uk 
· A report on Energy conservation in the Abergavenny area has been produced by a small group as part of the Bryn-y-Cwm Forum. This detailed report makes recommendations and suggests projects that would reduce our demand for energy locally and encourage the switch to more sustainable forms of energy supply. 

Contact: Richard Lewis on richard.rca@adventa.org.uk  for an email copy 
of the report. 

· A  new Community Energy Action Group has been set up in Abergavenny, along with similar groups in Monmouth and Chepstow, so that we, the community, can work together with Monmouthshire County Council to become more energy efficient and combat global warming. The 3 groups meet regularly with officers from MCC. This provides a good opportunity to keep everyone informed about what we’re doing and share ideas across the County. 


Information:  Environment Partnership Board website on:


www.monmouthshiregreenweb.co.uk/EPBmon 

WASTE – PLASTIC BAGS

In Abergavenny the Say NO to Plastic Bags campaign has seen a great 
deal of change for the better in the town over the past 8 months.  


Increasing numbers of shoppers are bringing their own re-usable bags 
and retailers have reported a drop in the number of plastic carriers they 
hand out. Over 300 signatures have been collected so far on a petition to 
phase out plastic bags, and posters have been put up in many shops in 
the town centre reminding shoppers to bring their own bags. The 
organisers of the campaign recently gave a presentation to the Town 
Council which was warmly received and they hope to work closely with 
the Council in the future.   


In Crickhowell “Reduce. Reuse, Recycle” is the message being passed on 
to both residents and visitors.  Everyone is being encouraged to think 
about whether they need to take a plastic bag for their shopping.  If they 
do take one then they are encouraged to reuse it and to recycle it 
correctly for kerbside collection.  Crickhowell is not a plastic bag free 
town yet, but with everyone's help it could be.
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