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A Message from the Chairman 

 

I have pleasure in presenting my report at the end of my second year as Chairman of the Usk Civic 

Society. Before reviewing the past year I must refer to the sad death of Geoff Mein, a dedicated 

member of the Civic Society.  An edited version of the tribute paid by Mr Bob Trett, his friend and 

co-worker on  local archaeological excavations, appears later in this Newsletter.   

 

During the past twelve months the Committee has been very active in following up areas of concern 

in Usk as well as supporting other developments. 

Planning   Our Secretary, John Barrow and other members of the Planning Sub-Group have followed 

up applications for planning permission.  John has also given regular verbal reports at the lecture 

evenings.  A separate report gives full details of planning, together with concerns relating to traffic 

and air pollution.  I would like to express our thanks to John for all his work in the past year. 

Cefn Ila   Financial support has been given by UCS to the Woodland Trust towards the development 

of Cefn Ila. 

Usk Show  UCS has collaborated with the Usk Rural Life Museum to provide displays to illustrate 

some of the work and projects carried out by both Societies.  Thanks are due to Angela Bowyer and 

Stella Collard, together with other members of the Committee involved in producing and setting up 

the displays. In conjunction with Ann Mansell, Education Officer at the Museum, a Town Quiz was 

devised aimed at the children of Usk and their families.  It is planned to present prizes to winners at 

the Usk Show in September.  A separate report gives full details but in the meantime thanks are due to 

the Education Working Party consisting of Angela Bowyer, Jan Olsen and Fred Olsen.   

Sir Matthew Digby Wyatt    Our President, the Lord Raglan, is researching the life of Sir Matthew 

Digby Wyatt who was the Secretary of the Great Exhibition of l851 and is buried in the churchyard of 

St Mary’s Church, Usk.  We look forward to hearing the result of Lord Raglan’s research.   

Lecture Programme We have come to the end of the programme of lectures, arranged by Geoff 

Mein.  The topics have been both interesting and inspiring.   

 

Finally I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all the Officers and Members of the 

Committee for their effort, dedication and, not least, their time during the past year.  Thanks are also 

due to Janice Cook for editing and producing the Newsletter and to those who contributed to it.    

 

Kath Collis 

Chairman 
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Planning and Transport In 2007 and 2008 
 
 

The Planning Sub-committee1continues to peruse the weekly schedule of planning applications and 

decisions on the County Planning Department web site www. monmouthshire.gov.uk/planning. The 

page enables the interrogator to access the links to registered applications and decisions and to call up 

the details of any particular application. Since the last Newsletter, eighteen applications have been 

scrutinised to see whether any of them justify an intervention to object, comment or support. Those 

identified below have been the subject of the Sub-committee’s submissions which are reported to the 

Executive Committee at the subsequent meeting. 

 

This edition of the Newsletter also reports on discussions that the Committee has held with Mr Paul 

Keeble, Monmouthshire Manager of Networks and Traffic, concerning the on-going problem of 

traffic in Usk, especially heavy goods vehicles; more about that later. 

 

To bring matters up to date, mention should be made of the results of planning applications identified 

in the last Newsletter, some most contentious. The application for a stable block and ménage at 

Penyrheol which had been the subject of two appeals was finally determined by the confirmation by 

an Inspector of the enforcement notice served on the appellant by the County Council (with the time 

for compliance extended to six months). Clearance of the partially built block and the restoration of 

the land by the owners has finished under the watchful eyes of the Enforcement Officer and local 

people, grass is growing and the views from the site can now be enjoyed. 

 

The saga continues concerning the erection of stables buildings and associated works to form a 

new stud farm near Llanfihangel Court, Devauden. Submissions about the likely traffic effects 

have produced counter claims. Amendments to the original application have included the deletion of 

the proposed manor house and, latterly further amendments have been submitted which the Sub-

committee is examining. 

 

Of the applications dealt with in the second half of 2007, the proposed cattle market at Bryngwyn, 

near Raglan (DC/2007/00540) was the subject of the Sub-committee’s submitted concern about the 

effect on the landscape, the validity of the traffic figures supporting the proposal and the likely 

reduction in water available to established residents and businesses.  

                                                 
1 The Sub -committee is composed of the Chairman, Vice-chairman, the Secretary, Mrs. Ann Morse and the 
Membership Secretary (from April 2008).  
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That application was approved in January 2008 with numerous conditions that can be read on the web 

site. The permission however has been the subject of legal challenge and the outcome is awaited of 

referral to the High Court on whether there is a case to be answered. 

 

A retrospective application for a new vehicular access and the retention of gabions at Old Camp 

Farm, Betwws Newydd (DC/2007/00700) was the subject of representations about unauthorised 

development and concern for the gradual despoliation of this small and formerly rather pretty area of 

countryside by suburban features. In the event, the County Planning Authority was advised that 

planning permission was not required for an access off a non-adopted road and the retention of the 

gabions was permitted. More recently, application has been made for a change of use of the chalet 

bungalow for IT employment to which the Sub-committee is currently objecting as it is a device to 

obtain planning permission for a building erected without permission and which should have been the 

subject of enforcement action. 

 

In that same period of 2007, we felt obliged to support an application to convert the stable block 

adjoining St. Mary’s Priory Church, Usk  as the Society had supported a similar proposal that had 

received permission which has since lapsed; the new application could well be the start of restoring 

the Priory buildings as a whole- an endeavour long sought. The refusal reasons are based on the 

absence of archaeological investigation, the risk of flooding and the lack of a statement or plan on the 

means of access and the extent of curtilage, together with the absence of a survey of bats and owls. It 

must be a matter of judgement on whether these reasons could have been dealt with by negotiation 

and condition. 

 

In September, we examined a consultation document prepared by the County Development Plan 

Team setting out the delivery stages for the preparation of a new Local Development Plan (LDP) 

to replace the adopted Unitary Development Plan and extend the plan period to 2021. We expressed 

concern at the amount of time to be spent in consultations at various stages that could be more 

productively spent in producing a draft plan for consultation. After further consultation notably with 

the Welsh Assembly Government, the County Planning Authority adopted the document and started 

to carry out consultations. The Society Chairman and Secretary attended a one day session at County 

Hall, Cwmbran in June 2008 to participate in identifying the issues that the new LDP should address 

and setting objectives. We were informed that the LDP will be a land-use plan and will not contain 

proposals for the management of traffic in the manner of the current UDP. It would therefore seem 

that any proposals for traffic relief in Usk would be in new traffic orders or contained in the Local 

Transport Plan that County Councils have to prepare. 
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In October, the Committee as a whole met Mr Paul Keeble, Manager of Networks and Traffic for a 

full discussion of Usk’s traffic problems and possible solutions. The note of that meeting, agreed with 

Mr Keeble, is available by request to the Society secretary. We intend to be very active in pursuing 

improvements in the traffic conditions in the Town and, in co-operation with the Town Council and 

others will be pressing for appropriate action by the County Council as highway authority. 

 

Traffic concerns were at the heart of the objection made, as by many people, to the planning 

application for temporary permission for the parking of articulated lorries at Woodside 

(DC/2007/01114). We were also concerned about the affect on local residents, the difficulty of 

ensuring that only vehicles with a genuine case would park there, and the removal of any incentive to 

develop the site for business and light industry for local employment, as approved a short time ago. 

After two meetings of the County Planning Committee and at least one meeting with the applicant, 

temporary permission for three years was given with four other conditions limiting the times of 

movement and loading, the number of trailers (15) and only those owned or in the control of the 

applicant; a fence of 1.5m high to be erected and maintained for the duration of the consent. We must 

hope that our fears about the difficulty of ensuring that the conditions are met are not realised. 

 

In November we were notified that the County Planning Authority had adopted Supplementary 

Planning Guidance on Policies H13 and H15 of the Unitary Development Plan. These are 

concerned with the replacement and extension of dwellings in the countryside. At the time of 

consultation we had objected that the detailed criteria to be used in applying the policies were far too 

restrictive. Although the officers recommended that there should be no alterations, the elected 

Councillors seemed to agree with us and required the addition of the word ‘normally’ in several cases. 

They also inserted a requirement that the appropriate Cabinet Member should be consulted where 

refusal was contemplated, for example, on an application for a house extension considered as too 

large compared with the existing building. 

 

We submitted support for the application for advertisement consent on the notice for the The Gallery 

in the Square on the chapel in Twyn Square; at the same time suggesting that it would be more 

acceptable if the white margins were reduced around the lettering. The refusal stated that the material 

used was unsuitable in a conservation area. The subsequent appeal led to further negotiations which 

we understand are continuing. 

 

We objected to a detailed application for a single house in Ladyhill Close, on a site at present 

occupied by a garage, on the basis of over development and adverse affect on existing property, as did 

several neighbours. Permission was given but as a result of a submission by a neighbour, the 
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provisions of the General Development Order were withdrawn, requiring that planning application 

would have to be made for any extension in the future. 

 

A proposal to convert The Bridge Inn in Llangwm to a single dwelling prompted over fifty 

objections to the idea of loosing the local pub and community use. We agreed with them and observed 

that the loss would be contrary to the policy in the UDP. We therefore added objection to the 

application which has yet to be determined by the Local Planning Authority. 

 

At the Society Annual General Meeting, we reported on five applications to which we have submitted 

objection, including the proposed stud farm in Devauden referred to earlier. The proposal for a house 

on the west side of Abergavenny Road, Usk, log cabins in Glascoed and a wall mounted 

advertisement in Church Street were all refused. We added our support to Caerleon Civic Society in 

their objection to the design of flats on the site of the demolished Hanbury Garage adjoining Caerleon 

Bridge. That application was withdrawn and replaced by an improved scheme. 

 

We submitted observations on three applications in the area of Blackbarn Lane, Usk; two for house 

extensions (DC/2008/00529 and 00606) where we thought that the access arrangements did not 

conform to the Council’s draft guidance on accessibility. Permission has however been given and we 

have received explanations why such matters are no longer the concern of planners but fall within the 

sphere of building control.  The third application (DC/2008/00466) for an agricultural  implement 

shed and hay barn (25ft x 35ft) caused us to question the need for the building, the size of the 

holding and raise concern about the possibility of land drainage being altered by the recent raised 

level of the track to the site. On the assurance by the applicant advising the Local Planning Authority 

that the barn would be only for hay and farm implements as part of his holding of 47 acres, 

permission has been given. 

 

As in previous Newsletters, we invite Society members to bring to our attention any planning and 

listed building consent applications of concern. Although we try hard to be diligent, some do escape 

our attention during holidays or because the computer is down! If you want to tell us about something 

of local concern, telephone numbers are on your membership card and on the front of this Newsletter. 

 

John Barrow 

Secretary 

 

Footnote on Footpaths. The stile at the top of the footpath from Castle Oak has now been replaced by a gate 

making an easier connection to the path from Castle Parade up to Castle Farm, particularly for those with 

buggies or dogs.  The County Countryside Service acted promptly once the gate had been requested. 

 Stella Collard.    
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Installation of Information Board at Castle Oak, Usk 

 

The Executive Committee were delighted to contribute £100 for the installation of an information 

board adjoining the pond at Castle Oak, Usk. The story is this. 

 

A small group of residents had applied for a grant from the Community Pride Grant award scheme of 

the County Council for the manufacture of a notice about the importance of the pond as a habitat for 

great crested newts. Having received a grant sufficient for a board to be commissioned and 

manufactured, they turned to the Society for assistance in the physical installation. 

 

In agreeing to help, it was pointed out that more could be added on the importance of the pond. First, 

it had been excavated in the 1850s to provide water for the steam trains on the line of the Coleford, 

Monmouth, Usk and Pontypool Railway that ran less than fifty yards to the south. The last train was 

on the 30th May 1955. Although the tracks have been removed, the route is still discernible and has 

been conserved as a footpath and wild life area by the Usk Conservation and Environmental Group. 

 

Secondly, when the excavations were taking place, human bones were found and were thought to be 

remains from the battle of Pwll Melyn in 1405. Then Owain Glyndwr’s army was defeated by that of 

the King and, according to Adam of Usk, 300 were captured and then slaughtered in the ditch at Usk 

Castle. 

 

The brilliantly coloured pictures on the board and 

accompanying text portray the three reasons why 

the pond is so important – for the steam railway, for its 

association with the battle and for its colony of great 

crested newts. It is worth the walk to it from the town 

centre. Go up the Castle drive, through the visitors’ car 

park and the two wooden gates and then by the newly 

installed self closing gate on the right hand side of the track, to the footpath into Castle Oak. The pond 

is on the right hand side as you walk down the hill in the estate. 

 

The Society congratulates the group of residents for their initiative and community spirit. 

 

John Barrow 
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Andrew Geoffrey Mein      1922 – 2008 

 

I first met Geoff when I became Curator of Newport Museum in 1983.  Over the last 25 years I got to 

know him as an enthusiastic and talented archaeologist, a historian of considerable intellect, a legal 

expert, and a campaigner on a wide range of local and archaeological issues. Geoff was associated 

with many organisations and whatever he undertook he did so with zest, enthusiasm and commitment.  
 

Geoff was born at Nottingham on 23rd July 1922. He showed an early passion for archaeology, fuelled 

by exploring the caves beneath Nottingham Castle.  He took his law degree at Nottingham and 

worked for a local firm before joining the National Coal Board as a solicitor in 1947. Five years later 

his legal career took him to the Durham coalfields.  There he and his first wife, Betty, raised two sons, 

Christopher and Alastair – but he still found time to pursue archaeology.  He was amongst the early 

excavators of the Roman fort of Segedunum, and also of Tynemouth Priory.  

 

In 1972 he became the Coal Board’s legal advisor in South Wales. He settled in Usk, and  there  

married his second wife, Patricia.   In 1973 Geoff was an early member of the Usk Civic Society. He 

kept that link for the rest of his life, and was the programme secretary at the time of his death. Apart 

from assisting the Society on a range of planning issues he became a leading authority on Usk’s 

history, and in 1986 published Norman Usk - the Birth of a Town.  This showed his meticulous 

scholarship and helped provide material for the Usk Town trail and for the preservation and 

promotion of historic Usk.   

 

Geoff was also involved in the Gwent Local History Council and was the Field Research Secretary for 

Monmouthshire Antiquarian Association. On their behalf he organised and directed excavations at 

Llantarnam Abbey and at Trostrey, where a number of spectacular discoveries were made. In 1984 

Geoff retired from the Coal Board and was able to devote himself to his archaeological and historical 

research. He was a kind and compassionate man, despite his extreme bluntness at times.  His many 

idiosyncrasies are legendary and the source of numerous anecdotes.  He had a strong sense of humour, 

in particular about himself.  For most of his life he had an artificial leg - which was the butt of his 

jokes despite the pain he suffered. Nothing stopped him from living his life to the full. 

 

Following the sad death of Pat, Geoff continued with his activities, including his travels around the 

world, and eventually found great happiness in the company of Molly a long time friend. It is fitting 

that shortly before he died he finished a major contribution to a new history of Usk.   

 

Bob Trett 

March 2008. 
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Usk Town Quiz 

 

How well do you know your town? Did you take part in the Discover hidden Usk Quiz this Summer?  

 

As part of the objective of the Usk Civic Society to engage young people and their families in 

understanding and supporting the Society’s values and aims, an Education Working Party has been 

liaising closely with the Usk Rural Life Museum to develop a Quiz focussed upon the town. Thanks 

have been formally extended to Ann Mansell, the Education Officer at the Museum, for all her hard 

work in producing the Quiz and ensuring that it was ready for circulation in July.  

 

The Quiz consists of 30 local photographic images for people to identify, as well as the opportunity to 

produce a drawing or photograph and comment upon what makes Usk … ‘so special to you’. Entries 

are welcomed from Usk families, adults, and children aged under 8 years, 8-12 years and 13-16 years. 

Prizes are book tokens to the value of £50 for the family entry winner, £25 for each single category 

entry winner, plus each winning entrant will receive a free family ticket to the Museum for 2009.  

 

Copies of the Quiz were given out to each child at Usk Primary School and the local Nursery Schools 

before the end of the Summer Term, with further copies available to people in Usk during August 

from the Museum. The closing date for completed entries to be returned to the Museum is Saturday 

August 30th 2008. We do hope that all who take part will find the Quiz enjoyable to complete and that 

there are a good number of entries in each category. 

 

Judging will take place in early September and the winning entries will be announced and displayed at 

the Usk Show in the Civic Society & Rural Life Museum tent on Saturday 13th September. Winning 

entries will also be displayed at the Museum on Saturday 27th September, where there will be FREE 

all day entry.  

 

The Working Party hopes that this collaborative project will be both successful and the first of many 

developed in the future. We also hope that it will encourage more people in Usk to support the aims 

and values of the Civic Society as well as visit, or otherwise support, our impressive local Museum. 

 

Education Working Party members: 

Angela Bowyer 

Fred & Jan Olsen  
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Social Events 

 

Christmas Party 

The Christmas Party in December 2007 was held at the Sessions House. Members were able to sit 

down to a hot supper which was very much appreciated on one of the coldest evenings of the winter. 

  

At the party our President, the Lord Raglan, 

presented two awards on behalf of Usk Civic 

Society. The first was presented to Mark Hazell 

and architect Graham Frecknell who accepted on 

behalf of the project architect, Richard 

Hardwicke, for the redevelopment of the site in 

Twyn Square adjacent to Mandalay Books. The 

Society was particularly impressed by the high 

quality of both the design and the workmanship. 

    

The second award was for the restoration of St. Cybi’s  

well, Llangybi. The well is situated 50 metres down the 

track from the village shop and Post Office to the river 

Usk. The restoration was instigated by Llangybi 

Community Council whose Chairman, Mr John Love, 

received the award. 

 

 

 

 

Musical entertainment at the party was provided by Laura 

Cowburn and the Haslett family and enjoyed by all. 

 

Summer Party 

This was held in June at Trostrey Lodge by kind invitation of Mr. Roger and Mrs. Frances Pemberton. 

Although the day was wet the evening was warm and the rain held off enabling members to enjoy the 

truly beautiful garden which Frances has created. This was followed by a delicious supper prepared 

by members of the Committee. 
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In the Gardens at Trostrey Lodge; guests with 

Roger Pemberton........ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.............and in the house.   The Chairman presents flowers to Frances Pemberton. 
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Lecture Programme 2008 - 2009 

 

 Our monthly meetings are held in the library of the Sessions House, Usk on the second Wednesday of 

the month at 8 p.m. Following the talk there will be an opportunity for you to ask questions about any 

significant planning, or other, matters affecting Usk and its environs.   

Visitors are welcome at a charge of £2. 

 

Wednesday 8th October 2008 

Dennis Ashbourne - Chartered Architect, Town Planner and Professional Guide.  

 Hampton Court Palace – the Great Fire of 1986, devastation and restoration  

 

Wednesday 12th November 2008  

Simon Robertshaw -  Conservation Manager for Monmouthshire County Council. 

Why is conservation in Monmouthshire important? 

 

Wednesday 10th December 2008 

Presentation of Awards and Supper Evening - The Sessions House 7p.m. for 7.30p.m. 

 

Wednesday 14th January 2009 

Edward Holland – Project Manager PRT, former National Trust curatot and CADW inspector. 

The Prince’s Regeneration Trust, charity of HRH the Prince of Wales focusses on the rescue and 

regeneration of redundant buildings.  

 

Wednesday 11th February 2009 

Jan Barrow – local historian and author. 

Usk at War – Jan will draw from her recently published book which describes the experiences of 

people during both World Wars and the intervening years. 

 

Wednesday 11th March 2009 

AGM followed by David Thomas – local teacher, astronomer and lecturer. 

Astronomy is Looking Up! 

 

Wednesday 8th April 2009 

John Harvey, great grandson of Thomas Walker 

The Life and Times of Thomas Walker of Caerwent, contractor, designer and builder of railways, the 

Manchester Ship Canal and the Severn Tunnel 


