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A Message from the Chairman 
 

 
As Chairman of the Usk Civic Society I am now in my second year.  It has been a 
pleasure to work during the past twelve months with such a supportive Committee and I 
would like to thank them all. In particular, John Barrow, as Secretary has a heavy 
workload and has continued to monitor planning supported by other members of the Sub-
Committee. Also Stella Collard who has ably continued as Membership Secretary in 
addition to taking on new initiatives and  contributing to the Usk Show and the Society 
parties. Thanks are also due to Angela Bowyer who, over the years, has worked on our 
Stand at the Usk Show as well as contributing to the success of the parties.  The 
Newsletter, produced last year in a very professional manner by Janice Cook, was much 
appreciated by members and we are fortunate that she has agreed to remain as Editor.  
Geoff Mein produced an excellent programme of lectures last year, attended by a good 
number of members.  I am sure that the lectures arranged for 2007/2008 will be of the 
same high standard. 
 
We were very sorry to lose our Treasurer Tony Fleming who, with his wife Liz, has 
moved away from Usk. Our thanks are due to Tony for all his hard work for the Society.  
However, we are very fortunate to welcome Rita Edwards both to the Committee and to 
take up the role as Treasurer. 
 
I look forward to seeing Members and visitors at the lectures starting in October.  All are 
welcome.  We encourage new people to join in order to expand our membership and to 
help further the aims of the Society.  A number of projects have recently been completed, 
including installation of the Plaques, the Town Trail, signposting specific points of 
interest and the Civic Trust for Wales Design Awards to Bertholey and Allt-y-bela.  
However, you as members may have other ideas or areas of concern you consider would 
be relevant for the Society to pursue, please let us know. Also if you have nominations for 
Civic Society Awards to be presented at the Christmas Party in December please tell the 
Secretary by 31st October.  
 
 
Finally, I must express our appreciation to our President, Lord Raglan, for his continued 
support. 
 

   Kath Collis 
 
 
 

�
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Fingerposts and Footpaths 
 

Some of you may have noticed five new wooden fingerposts in and around Usk.  These 
put the finishing touches to the Society’s two big projects completed last year.  The 
Committee realized that the plaques at the Pwll Melyn battle site and the St David Lewis 
execution site both needed directions as did the Alfred Russel Wallace Memorial stone 
outside Llanbadoc churchyard.  We applied, successfully, for a Community Pride Grant, 
through Monmouthshire County Council, which paid for four posts, the Society’s funds 
paid for one post and the installation was done voluntarily by members.  The posts were 
made locally from Wentwood oak, with routed lettering coloured dark green.  They are 
designed, like the plaques, to be long lasting and low maintenance but if you notice any 
damage or problems, please let me know (01291 673655).  If you have not found the 
posts yet, our secretary John Barrow’s excellent plaque trail leaflet should give you a 
clue.    
 

 
 
I have now surveyed, with my husband David’s assistance, more than 150 local footpaths, 
a small part of a complete survey of Monmouthshire’s 1,500 km of footpaths.  This will 
inform the County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan to be published in 
November.  Quite a number of the paths we surveyed were blocked, and if you find one, 
it is worth reporting it.  One of our members recently got the footpath behind the Sessions 
House cleared.  Rights of way problems can be reported online at 
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/rights of way or telephone 01633 644861. 
 
For those of you who enjoy walking on the Gwent Levels, you may be interested to know 
that the Countryside Council for Wales is funding a Coastal Access Improvement Officer 
with the job of improving access to the coast between Chepstow and Newport, as part of 
the Wales Coastal Access Improvement Programme.  Here’s hoping these plans have a 
tangible effect on the ground. 

Stella Collard      
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Planning Matters 
John Barrow, the Society Secretary, is a retired County Planning Officer and Planning Inspector. His 
knowledge on planning issues is invaluable to the Society. He reports: 

 
 

Planning Applications 
 
The Planning Sub-Committee continued to peruse the weekly schedule of planning 
applications when the County Planning Department produced them up to February 2007.  
The printed schedules were gradually replaced by on line information on the web site and 
link (of which details later).  Your secretary identified a dozen and a half applications that 
might be of deeper interest and the Sub-Committee authorised the submission of 
comments or objections on half of them, the others being so minor or uncontentious that 
no purpose would be served by a Society submission. 
 
Before giving details it would be as well to record the outcome of two major applications 
reported in last year’s Newsletter (Issue 33).  The County Planning Committee eventually 
approved the proposed improvements at The King’s Head, adjoining cottages and the 
White House in Old Market Street, Usk, that we had supported.  We can now only 
hope for progress in the actual work and wish the owner every success in restoring and 
converting this attractive group of buildings that have needed attention for years. 
 
The second application specified in last year’s Newsletter – a proposed stable block and 
ménage at Penyrheol on the edge of Wentwood was the subject of an appeal by the 
owner against enforcement action by the County Council.  The enforcement notice of 
March 2007 required the demolition of all the unauthorised outbuildings and the removal 
of the resultant material from the land; the removal of the unauthorised ménage; the 
replacement of the top soil and the re-seeding of the area affected; all to be completed 
within 2 months. The appeal was determined by written representations. 
 
The Society submitted a statement of support for the County Council’s enforcement 
action, based on the history of the proposal and a previous appeal decision of refusal.  
These written representations along with those of many local residents, Community 
Council and Local Planning Authority evidence were the subject of consideration by an 
Inspector whose decision was issued in July 2007. He dismissed the Appeal, upheld the 
varied notice (the timetable for compliance being extended to six months) and did not 
grant planning permission on the deemed planning application.   
 
The decision has vindicated all the hard work of local residents and communities to which 
the Society contributed; and has upheld the resolution of the County Planning Committee 
members who stood firmly against a proposal that the Inspector summed up as harmful to 
the character and appearance of the Special Landscape Area.  Elected members are 
frequently (and sometimes wrongly) criticised about the decisions made on complex 
planning matters. On this occasion  the Society congratulates them on their tenacity in 
holding firm to their principles and the policies of the Development Plan. 
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Two other controversial planning applications exercised the attention of the Sub 
Committee.  In December 2007 they submitted objections to the erection of stable 
buildings and assorted works to form a new stud farm on land near Llanvihangel 
Court, Devauden (an amended application omitting the proposed mansion house in an 
earlier application).  The Sub Committee continued to conclude that even as amended, the 
proposal was still unsuitable in a Special Landscape Area and would be a blot on the 
landscape.  The access from an inadequate road junction would produce dangerous road 
conditions and the use of a narrow lane with blind bends would be a traffic hazard.  Local 
members of the Society also sustained their objections and there was some doubt whether 
the absence of a planning permission for a completed barn conversion for multi 
occupation might make the application invalid.  The planning application for the stud 
farm has not yet been determined.  
 
The proposal by Barratt Homes to build 121 houses on land adjoining Ladyhill/Castle 
Oak was considered by the Sub Committee on three occasions as the developer submitted 
amendments in response to local objections and the misgivings of the County Planning 
Committee.  The subsequent reduction in the number of houses to 115 we regard as still 
too little but comparisons with the densities on developments permitted elsewhere clearly 
convinced the County Planning Committee. We are disappointed  by the reluctance of the 
developer to break the traditional mould of house builders and address the  growing 
concern for energy and water conservation in every house; to provide a road system on 
which public transport would operate to and from Usk town centre; and to provide for the 
alteration of the road junctions near Ladyhill that are already congested at peak times.  
Some satisfaction can be found from the fact that the developers seem to have seriously 
addressed the concern about land drainage (though only time and experience will finally 
determine whether the system is adequate); and the layout of roads has been amended so 
as to reduce the possibility of  further housing extending up the slope.  The deletion of the 
proposal for ‘gated’ roads is to be welcomed as is the provision for affordable houses 
through legal agreements.  With permission now given, Barrett Homes have started work 
on the site. 
 
The Sub Committee was less than happy with the proposal for a vehicle parking area 
behind the houses at Woodside adjoining the industrial area. This would have had  
egress onto the  Pontypool Road not far from the bridge junction and would have been  
detrimental to the amenity of the householders whose homes back onto the site.  We 
objected accordingly and the application has been refused.  We also thought that the 
proposal for log cabins and associated works at Glascoed was contrary to the policy for 
that scattered and generally low density area.  The policy in the recently adopted Unitary 
Development Plan (UDP) aims to prevent the area from becoming more suburban.  The 
application has yet to be determined 
 
Local residents on the Abergavenny Road sought and obtained our objection to the 
outline application for a 4 bedroomed house adjoining The Croft.  We had however 
already come to the conclusion that this would extend the ribbon of development 
(contrary to the express wording in the UDP).  The Local Planning Authority refused the 
application in June. 
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After an inspection of the site of a proposal for a new vehicular access and the 
retention of the gabion baskets at Old Camp Cottage, Bettws Newydd, the Sub 
Committee asked the County Planning Committee to inspect the site where work had 
already started without permission and to be furnished with a history of developments 
there that were gradually turning a rather pretty and hitherto unspoilt piece of countryside 
into suburbia.  It appeared that a chalet had been built without permission, that there was 
doubtful justification for a new wide access and the walls and fences were incongruous in 
this setting.  The application has yet to be determined. 
 
We also asked that the County Planning Committee should visit the site at Bryngwyn, 
the subject of application for a cattle  market before determining this controversial and 
large scale proposal.  We suggested that there should be erected a temporary structure 
equivalent to the height of the proposed tallest building so as to demonstrate the visual 
effect; and reduction sought if, as we suspect, the buildings would be seen from a wide 
area (as the local Community Council also concluded).  We also thought that roofs should 
be dark in colour and the area and surroundings landscaped with semi mature trees and 
shrubs so as to ensure that the site blended into the rural scene as quickly as possible. 
 
The Newsletter last year gave a brief account of the Committee’s concern for the  
present state and future use of the Priory buildings in Usk.  It also expressed the  
hope of an invitation to visit so that a few Committee members could see it.  Although  
as yet there is no invitation from the owner, the Sub Committee considered that the  
application for conversion of the stable to a dwelling, adjoining St Mary’s Church   
should be supported as evidence of the intention to restore the buildings to a suitable  
use the owner living there to oversee the work.  The Society had no objection in  
principle to an earlier application permitted in 1999 that had since lapsed. 
The Environment Agency is expressing concern about the site on the Usk flood plain  
and is requiring information about flood amelioration measures!  The application has   
not yet been determined. 
 
Other Planning Matters 
 
The Sub Committee responded to the consultation by the County Council on its  
draft supplementary planning guidance note concerning Policies H13 and  
H15: the replacement of dwellings and extensions to dwellings in the countryside.   
We noted that this SPG draft arose from the UDP policy on the acceptability of  
proposals for replacement dwellings in terms of their visual effect in the landscape, 
and the retention of those traditional dwellings that make a positive contribution to  
the county’s rural character (Policy H13). 
 
Policy H15 requires that extensions to existing dwellings outside village boundaries  
should be modest, and respect or enhance the appearance of the existing building. 
Extensions would also have to be subordinate to the existing building, respect its  
form, including the pattern and shape of openings, and materials. 
 
We considered that there was much in the draft SPG that was uncontentious and  
acceptable.  In some places however, it was far too onerous and restrictive;  
for example, requiring extensions to be considerably smaller and lower than the  
existing building in all cases. 
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Planning information on the County Council web site 
 
In March we were informed by the Development Control Manager that the County 
Council web site would contain the weekly list of planning applications. The list for the 
preceding week would be available by the middle of the following week and usually by 
the Monday. This would replace the printing and circulation of weekly paper schedules of 
planning applications. Interested Society members can interrogate through 
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/planning and follow the links for weekly lists. The same 
site offers links to an external web where you follow Wales/Monmouthshire and Search 
Applications to find information on individual applications and decisions 
The letter advised those with no access to the internet of the Council’s facilities at 
libraries and One-Stop Shops. 
 

     John Barrow 
 
 
 
 
 

The Society and the Web 
 
 

Information about the Society can be found at 
www.monmouthshiregreenweb.co.uk/UskCivicSociety. The material there is in the 
course of being updated to include the forthcoming autumn/winter programme of lectures 
and talks arranged by our talks secretary Geoff Mein, and some of the content of this 
Newsletter. 
 
We find the arrangement with GreenWeb cost effective and we value the opportunity of 
contact and exchange with the organisations associated.  The co-ordinator, Sue Parkinson, 
does a magnificent job on a shoestring budget and is always helpful in guiding the 
computer illiterate in the right direction!  GreenWeb has become a flourishing 
organisation with a lively web (now over 5000 visits monthly), interesting newsletter and 
an established reputation between those interested in the county’s environmental welfare.  
Although set up by a grant from Monmouthshire County Council it now relies on funds 
from other sources including subscription from members.  The Society’s subscription of 
£25 is money well spent. 
 

    John Barrow 
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Christmas Party and Presentation of Awards  - December 2006 

 
The Society’s Annual Christmas Party was held at Cefn Tilla Court, by kind invitation of 
Lord Raglan, where 80 members and friends enjoyed a magnificent supper provided by 
Committee members. Miss Laura Cowburn kindly provided a musical interlude playing 
her harp. 
 
Usk Civic Society framed awards were presented by Lord Raglan to Revd Julian Gray 
and the Churchwardens for the marvellous renovation of St Mary’s Priory Church in Usk, 
and to Mr John Milsom for overseeing the work. Mr Norman Edmunds received an award 
for his personal voluntary contribution in clearing and replanting the embankment by 
Station House on the Abergavenny Road, Usk. Following Usk’s Silver Medal in the 
European Entente Florale competition, Mr Glyn Edmunds (Manager of Monmouthshire 
County Council’s Business Unit) received an award for his practical help and support for 
Usk in Bloom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right: Norman Edmunds, John Milson, Lord Raglan, Bob Howells,  

Rev. Julian Gray, Glyn Edmunds 
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Summer Party 2007 – Bertholey, Llantrissent, Usk 

 
Despite all the summer rain, members and friends basked in the evening sun for 
the Summer Party at the recently restored Bertholey, Llantrissent by kind 
invitation of Mr & Mrs Brian Bird. Members enjoyed an alfresco buffet supper, 
provided by committee members. Described as a ‘splendid neo-classical house 
designed by George Maddox, a pupil of Soane’, Bertholey was almost destroyed 
by fire in 1905. Mr Bird’s photographic display cha rted the  design and building 
process from roofless stone walls to the magnificent property it has now once 
again become. 
 
 

 
 
Last year Usk Civic Society nominated Bertholey House for a Local Design 
Award by the Civic Trust for Wales (along with anot her local property – Allty-y-
bella, Llangeview). Both nominations were successful and, at the Awards 
Ceremony held in Swansea in March this year, Mr & M rs Bird received a national 
award. We were delighted to welcome Mr Edward Jenki ns from the Civic Trust 
in Wales to the Summer Party, where he spoke warmly of the work and devotion 
Mr & Mrs Bird have shown in restoring Bertholey; in  his words ‘Bertholey is not 
only a truly magnificent example of its type in ter ms of architectural merit, it is 
also a warm and welcoming home’. 
 
              Rita Edwards 
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Launch of Book of Poetry and further celebration of  
Alfred Russel Wallace 

 
 

The Executive Committee were delighted to hear that the publication of a book of poetry 
inspired by the work of Alfred Russel Wallace  and illustrated in colour and black and 
white is to be published by Seren in March/April 2008. All royalties from the book by 
Society member Ann Cluysenaar will go to the World Wildlife Fund. 
 
The Committee are seeking to launch the book in Usk, accompanied by a day of 
celebration for Alfred Russel Wallace. This will include a talk about the human aspects of 
his later life and work by Professor David Collard and, we hope, an address by another 
nationally known speaker and writer as part of the celebrations of Wallace in 2008. The 
precise date and venue in Usk have yet to be decided. But to judge by the interest in 2006 
when we honoured the birthplace of Wallace by a talk by Dr George Beccaloni of the 
Natural History Museum and the unveiling of a monument near his birthplace, by his 
grandson Richard Wallace, this occasion will be very popular and tickets will be in great 
demand.  Further information will be circulated to Society members during the 
autumn/winter. 
 

      John Barrow 
 
 

Obituaries 
 

Sadly we have to record the death on 8th October 2006 of Patricia Groves, one of our 
longest term members and, with her husband, our representatives in the Wye Valley and 
Forest of Dean. Born in 1928 at St Arvans, at six months she moved with her mother to 
Trinidad where her father, an engineer,  had been appointed manager of a lime plantation. 
Educated there she returned to the UK for work aged 20 meeting Toby, then out of the 
Royal Navy after an exciting war and back in the Merchant Navy. Married in 1926 they 
always lived in their cottage at Brockweir where they raised their family of a son, a Police 
Inspector in the West Indies, and three daughters to whom we offer our condolences. 

        Geoff Mein 
 
 
One of our long-standing members Jim Kirkwood , who was born in 1926, died in 
March this year.  For many years he lived in Coed y Paen and latterly in Tredunnoc.  
A lifelong socialist, he was involved in local politics and was the last Chairman of the 
old Gwent County Council as well as serving on Newport Council.  He had numerous 
interests and was a founder member and past President of Caerleon Rugby Football 
Club and a past Chairman of Caerleon Civic Society.  He and Dottie were responsible 
for revitalising the Newport Branch of the Lifeboats Association, of which he was 
President, and Dottie has now taken over this role.  For more than twenty-five years 
he chaired the Governors of Caerleon Comprehensive School and in 2005 was 
awarded the MBE for services to education and the community.  He will be 
remembered for fostering links between China and the School and the Chinese 
community in Newport.  It was not unusual to meet him and Dottie showing young 
Chinese visitors around Monmouthshire.  We offer our condolences to Dottie and the 
family.               Stella Collard 
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Memorial Seat on the Conigar Path 
 
 
Usk residents and visitors will soon be able to enjoy the view across the river Usk to the 
‘Island’ whilst sitting on a bench which will be installed in memory of Commander 
Morgan Thomas who spent most of his childhood and all his teenage years in the town 
 
Morgan Joseph Thomas was born in Brithdir, near Bargoed, on 13th July 1916. At the age 
of seven he came to live in Usk when his father was appointed Stationmaster. The family, 
mother, father, Morgan and his two sisters lived in Stationmaster’s House, now called 
Station House and mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter. Morgan went to school in Usk 
and to Monmouth School before completing his education at Newport Technical College 
where he studied accountancy. A year before the outbreak of war Morgan volunteered for 
the Fleet Air Arm and served in the Pacific, the Mediterranean and West Africa during 
the war and remained in the Fleet Air Arm when it was over. 
 
Morgan loved rugby; he played for Usk and for the Fleet Air Arm when his postings 
allowed. He married a Cumberland girl, fathered a son and three daughters and eventually 
settled there in the 1970’s in a posting at Eskmeals Proof and Experimental 
Establishment. He continued to live in Gosforth after his retirement. 
 
Meanwhile his father, Joseph Thomas, had retired and went with his wife Ann, to live in 
‘Glengarrif’ on the Abergavenny Road. He died in the late 1950’s but Ann continued to 
live there until the late 1970’s when she moved to a nursing home in Newport where she 
died aged 100 in the late 80’s. 
 
On his retirement from the Royal Navy in the mid 80’s Morgan was awarded the MBE 
for his long career in the Services. He died at home on 13th October 2004 aged 88. 
 
Morgan’s son Keith contacted Peter Rennie, the Society’s Vice-Chairman suggesting a 
seat in memory of his father. Keith and his sisters have happy memories of visiting their 
grandmother at ‘Glengarrif’ throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s and of walking around the 
town and in particular along the Conigar with their father. Their father never lost his 
affection for Usk or his love of rugby. 
 
Peter Rennie has made arrangements for the seat to be made by David Morgan at 
Woodside. It will be located on the unused concrete base on the east bank of the river 
backing onto the railings. 
 

     Janice Cook 
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Lecture Programme 2007 2008 
 
 

This year the programme offers as rich a selection as ever. We welcome three new 
lecturers including Usk resident, Elizabeth Baker and welcome back three old friends 
including Dr John Hardcup, who fascinated us last year with his talk on Elgar, and Bob 
Trett who will tell us of his recent research. So – natural history, climate change and its 
impact, Roman Gods, ‘the water cure’, Caerwent as the cradle of Christianity and the 
history of Caerleon – variety indeed! 
 
Our monthly meetings are held in the upstairs hall of the Royal British Legion in New 
Market Street, Usk on the second Wednesday of the month at 8 p.m.   
 
Following the talk there will be an opportunity for you to ask questions about any 
significant planning or other matter affecting Usk and its environs.  
 
Visitors are welcome at a charge of £2 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 10th October 2007 
The Landscape and Wildlife of the Wye Valley Andrew Nixon 
 
Wednesday 14th November 2007 
The Impact of Climate Change    Clive Walmsley 
 
Wednesday 12th December 2007 
Christmas Party       Venue tba 
 
Wednesday 9th January 2008 
The Romans and their Gods    Elizabeth Baker 
 
Wednesday 13th February 2008 
The Welshman and the Water Cure   John Hardcup 
 
Wednesday 12th March 2008 
Caerwent the Cradle of Christianity   Peter Strong 
 
            Geoff Mein 
 
 

 
 
 


